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VERBIO produces disinfectants from biofuel ethanol and supplies 
hospitals and pharmacies 
 

 Bioethanol and glycerine from our own production are also processed into dis-
infectants during the corona crisis 

 First deliveries go to pharmacies in Saxony, Saxony-Anhalt and Brandenburg 
 Further nationwide orders have already been placed 

 
Leipzig, 24 March 2020 – VERBIO Vereinigte BioEnergie AG has set up a production line for the 
manufacture of disinfectants at their Zörbig site in order to contribute to meeting the needs of 
hospitals and pharmacies during the Corona pandemic. From bioethanol, otherwise used as bio-
fuel, a hand disinfectant is now being produced in accordance with WHO recommendations. In 
this way, the company is demonstrating that in difficult times it can use its skills quickly and 
adeptly to support society. 
 
"Immediately after the scarcity of disinfectants became known, we quickly moved forward to rea-
lize the technical feasibility of switching production from bioethanol as fuel to bioethanol as the 
basis for disinfectants. At the same time, we clarified the legal framework and applied for a corre-
sponding special permit from the Federal Institute for Occupational Safety and Health. This has 
been granted and we are now allowed to produce a disinfectant for hand disinfection in accord-
ance with WHO recommendations and deliver it to hospitals and pharmacies", says Prof. Dr. Oli-
ver Lüdtke, responsible Technical Director at VERBIO. 
 
The team around Managing Director Dr. Wolfram Klein set up a production and filling facility for 
the disinfectant at the VERBIO site in Zörbig in just a few days. What sounds simple, however, 
was a real challenge: "Bioethanol used as a biofuel is not tasteless or odorless. The entire pro-
duction process had to be changed to meet this important requirement", explains Dr. Klein. 
 
In addition, VERBIO had to set up a new 24-hour filling facility and the corresponding logistics for 
commercial packaging units in the disinfectant area at short notice. Dr. Klein emphasises: "We 
usually deliver our bioethanol in tankers or tank trucks to our customers, the oil companies. We 
now offer disinfectants in 10-liter and 20-liter canisters and 220-liter drums. That's a big differ-
ence." 
 
Now production of disinfectants is running at full speed so that VERBIO is able to serve nation-
wide requests from hospitals and pharmacies. Currently, 40,000 liters of disinfectant are pro-
duced per week. Production volumes are being gradually ramped up. 
 
CEO Claus Sauter is proud: "As a company we bear social responsibility. That is why we accept-
ed the challenge of the production changeover and made it possible, which was judged by the 
political decision-makers to be too complex and therefore excluded at the weekend. Our team 
has once again demonstrated their technological and organizational capabilities and commit-
ment". 
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At its sites in Schwedt/Oder (Brandenburg) and Zörbig (Saxony-Anhalt) VERBIO AG produces 
bioethanol, which is used as a fuel to reduce CO2 emissions in traffic. VERBIO also produces 
biodiesel and pharmaceutical grade glycerine at its plants in Schwedt/Oder and Bitterfeld (Saxo-
ny-Anhalt). This means that important raw materials for the production of disinfectants are availa-
ble in the company's own product range. 
 
Due to the limited private and business mobility caused by the corona pandemic, a decrease in 
the quantities of bioethanol required in the transport sector can be expected, at least temporarily. 
According to the company's assessment, free quantities are sufficiently available for the produc-
tion of disinfectants until further notice. 
 
 
Order contact for hospitals and pharmacies: 
 
E-mail: vertrieb@verbio.de (preferred)  
Phone: +49 341 308530-0 
 
 
Download link image material: 
http://datas.weichertmehner.com/Bildmaterial_Desinfektionsmittelproduktion_VERBIO 
 
 
 
Picture credits:  
 
Picture 1: VERBIO now produces disinfectants from the biofuel ethanol, © VERBIO AG 
 
Picture 2: Fast and flexible: Two VERBIO employees take over the first deliveries to pharmacies 
with their company cars, © VERBIO AG 
 
 
 
 
Information about VERBIO Vereinigte BioEnergie AG (VERBIO) 
VERBIO AG is one of the leading independent bioenergy manufacturers, and is also the only large-scale producer of biodiesel, 
bioethanol and biomethane in Europe. The Group has approximately 700 employees at its locations in Saxony, Saxony-Anhalt 
and Brandenburg as well as at its foreign subsidiaries in India, the USA, Canada, Poland and Hungary. VERBIO concentrates 
on the use of internally developed innovative technologies and efficient energy saving production processes. VERBIO’s biofuels 
achieve CO2 savings of up to 90 percent compared to petrol or diesel. The Group’s annual production capacity amounts to 
approximately 660,000 tonnes of biodiesel, 260,000 tonnes of bioethanol and 750 gigawatt hours of biomethane. In addition, 
VERBIO manufactures biofertiliser and animal feed for agricultural use as well as high-value raw materials for the pharmaceuti-
cal, cosmetic and foodstuff industries. With its innovative processes and highly efficient production plants, VERBIO is a technol-
ogy leader in the biofuels market. The VERBIO share (ISIN DE000A0JL9W6/WKN A0JL9W) has been listed in the prime stand-
ard segment of the Frankfurt Stock Exchange since October 2006. 
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