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Press release dated December 8, 2021 

VERBIO commences production of biofuels in Iowa, USA 
 

 Successful launch of the VERBIO’s first straw biomethane plant in the USA 
 First biomethane generated from maize straw pumped into the gas network 
 Iowa Senator Grassley: “A significant investment in renewable energy” 
 Claus Sauter: “Enormous raw material potential in Iowa, a largely agricultural state” 

 
Livonia, MI, USA/Leipzig, Germany, December 8, 2021. VERBIO has commenced production at 
its new production plant in Nevada (Iowa, USA). The plant will generate biomethane from maize 
straw, and is the first large-scale commercial plant in the USA to use the technology developed by 
VERBIO. After a construction period of two-and-a-half years Greg Faith, Managing Director of 
VERBIO Nevada LLC, celebrates the milestone achievement: “Our biorefinery plant is now 
pumping biomethane into the gas network of Alliant Energy, a public utility company, so that it can 
be transported by pipeline to be sold across the nation to transport companies and at CNG filling 
stations. This is a big day for us and for our partners in the agricultural sector. We would like to 
thank the city of Nevada, the Iowa Economic Development Authority, the Des Moines Area 
Community College and Alliant Energy, who have supported us in completing our project.” 
 
Tried and tested VERBIO technology for the US market 
VERBIO acquired the mothballed cellulose ethanol plant from DuPont, the previous operator, at 
the end of 2018. Claus Sauter, Chief Executive Officer of VERBIO AG, remembers: “It was our first 
major foreign investment and our entry into the North American market. We have expanded the 
plant to include biomethane production based on the model we use at our German locations, and 
now we are providing green fuels for the American market manufactured from excess maize straw. 
Our technology does not only create a climate-friendly fuel and a high-value fertiliser, it also 
prevents the release of additional emissions from agricultural production that would have resulted 
from the maize straw being left to rot in the fields. This turns driving vehicles into a form of climate 
protection.” 
 
The successful launch of the production plant in the American Midwest is the starting point for 
VERBIO’s further expansion plans in the USA. In the initial phase the plant will be ramped up to a 
capacity of 20 MW, and thereafter it will be able to process 100,000 tonnes of straw annually, 
converting it into biomethane. By the end of 2022 the plant will have been expanded based on the 
model used in VERBIO’s German plants to offer combined bioethanol-biomethane production.  
 
Biomethane completes the range of biofuels manufactured in Iowa 
Since the approval of the US Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS) in 2005, subsequently amended in 
2007, Iowa has been a leader in the production of renewable fuels. The addition of the VERBIO 
plant adds biomethane (BioCNG) to Iowa’s biofuels portfolio, building on the partnership between 
the agricultural and renewable energies sectors. “VERBIO is a first-class company, and I’m 
pleased they chose to invest in Iowa for this new biorefinery facility,” said Debi Durham, executive 
director of the Iowa Economic Development Authority and Iowa Finance Authority. “This important 
renewable energy project exemplifies our economic development strategy in Iowa, which is about 
innovation and attracting highly skilled jobs that will raise the standard of living and create wealth 
for our state.” 
 
Claus Sauter: Enormous raw material potential in Iowa, a largely agricultural state 
“The introduction of the Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS) was a big success for the American 
market, but the share of advanced biofuels generated from residual products and from waste 
materials is still a long way below target. However, more than 80 percent of these waste material 
based biofuels come from landfill and sewage gas, and only a relatively small volume from residual 
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materials from agriculture and from other cellulose sources. At the same time, the great agriculture 
regions in the Midwest of the USA have an enormous potential to supply agricultural raw and 
residual materials which can be used to decarbonise transport. We want to leverage this potential 
using our technology,” said Claus Sauter, VERBIO CEO, explaining the market potential and 
VERBIO’s strategy. In addition there is the increasing demand for climate-friendly logistics: “In 
America, long distance heavy-goods transport plays a more important role than it does in 
Germany.” The VERBIO CEO is convinced that: “Biomethane in the form of BioCNG and BioLNG 
is also attractive for US transport companies, representing a climate-friendly alternative providing 
long-distance range.” 
 
Senator Grassley welcomes VERBIO to Iowa 
“I’m excited to welcome VERBIO to Iowa. This is a huge investment in Nevada and will have a 
tremendous impact on communities around the state. As stewards of the land, Iowa has an 
excellent talent pool. On top of that, it’s a great place to work and live,” Senator Grassley (R-IA) 
said. “Iowa continues to be a leader and advocate for renewable fuels; this new facility will use 
cutting edge technology to bring renewable energy nationwide.” 
 
Picture material is available for download (6 MB, © VERBIO AG): https://bit.ly/VERBIO_US 
 

Picture preview: 

   
 

Picture caption: VERBIO CEO Claus Sauter (left) during a joint visit to the new plant in Nevada (Iowa, USA) with Stefan 

Schreiber, VERBIO Management Board member for North America (back). 

 

 

Information about VERBIO Vereinigte BioEnergie AG (VERBIO) 

VERBIO Vereinigte BioEnergie AG is one of the leading independent bioenergy manufacturers, and is also the only large-scale 

producer of biodiesel, bioethanol and biomethane in Europe. The Group has approximately 800 employees at its locations in 

Saxony, Saxony-Anhalt and Brandenburg as well as at its foreign subsidiaries in India, the USA, Canada, Poland and Hungary. 

VERBIO concentrates on the use of innovative internally-developed technologies and efficient energy-saving production 

processes. VERBIO’s biofuels achieve CO2 savings of up to 90 percent compared to petrol or diesel. The Group’s annual 

production capacity amounts to approximately 660,000 tonnes of biodiesel, 260,000 tonnes of bioethanol and 900 gigawatt hours 

of biomethane. In addition, VERBIO manufactures biofertiliser and animal feed for agricultural use as well as high-value raw 

materials for the pharmaceutical, cosmetic and foodstuff industries. With its innovative processes and highly efficient production 

plants, VERBIO is a technology leader in the biofuels market. The VERBIO share (ISIN DE000A0JL9W6/WKN A0JL9W) has been 

listed in the prime standard segment of the Frankfurt Stock Exchange since October 2006. 

 

 

www.verbio.de | www.verbiosept.de | www.verbiogas.de | www.strohklug.de 

Facebook & Instagram: @verbioag | LinkedIn & Twitter: @claussauter 
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